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Rezumat : Locul şi numărul reprezentărilor cartografice în manualele şcolare 
româneşti de după 1990. Aceste note prezintă evoluţia reprezentărilor cartografice din manualele 
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The creation of the geography textbooks imposes the use of 3 distinct fazes: 1) 
Text; 2. Cartographic representations (maps, profiles, diagrams, panoramic sketches); 3. 
Photographs and graphic representations (as well as diagrams, nature designs etc.).  The 
cartographic representations are included in the geography textbook pages as a necessity, 
because the units and the geographic phenomenons are presented both  in textbooks and 
teachers lessons, are extended on very large surfaces - sometimes on the entire face of the 
earth impossible to present to the students. Therefore , the units and the geographical 
phenomenons are represented on a very small scale in the representations named 
cartographic. The geographic atlas, the most complex cartographic product can also help 
the student prepare his lessons in class or at home. The atlas even has the advantage of 
being the most easy to comprehend because its maps are always in color not like manuals 
cartographic representation, that are rarely colored. 
The main advantage of the cartographic representations from the textbooks is the 
fact that they are adjoined the text whose understanding is meant to support. This 
juxtaposition creates an important ease for the students, and more being especially created to 
help understanding the text and adapted to complete their purpose .Therefore they can have a 
larger scale then the geographic atlas further more they can contain details that are missing 
from the textbook maps. These are the reasons that most of the students are satisfied, when 
writing their homework, with what the manuals have to offer. Very few of them currently use 
the geographic atlas. From all of these considerations result the importance that must be 
given to the cartographic representations from the geography textbooks. They have a wide 
use in other school disciplines (history, geology, nature science etc.). In no textbook the 
importance of the cartographic representation is as great, and they are bonded by their 
structure as the geography textbooks. If we look at the geography teachers that are obligated 
to teach the future people on how to use maps in their activities is apparent, the atlas maps 
and the geographic textbooks will help them gain a practical use, that of using maps. 
Concerning the settlement of the structure of a textbook, the weight that each of 
the 3 components of the textbook is required to create the total surface of the textbook, 
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surface that doesn’t include the index and the title pages, and not the final pages that 
give the content of the manual. Through a careful (and often detailed) activity must be 
sum the surfaces of all the cartographic representations and all the photos and the non 
cartographic representations . 
The text surface will be resulted out of the reduction of the total textbook 
surface and the other 2 components of the geographic manual (cartographic 
representations and photos, together  with the non cartographic representations). 
 
Table no.1 : The post-war Romanian Geography textbooks 
No 
Crt 
Grade Manual and Author Structure in % of the manual 
surface 
Edition Publisher 
 Text Cartogr. 
repre- 
sentation 
Fotogr. and 
cartogr, 
represen- 
tation 
 
1 V Geography 5th grade/ Jana 
Ionascu, Dan Dumitru (158 
pg.) 
37,7             29,7 36,8 2003 E.D.P./ 
  
2 V General Geography, 5th 
grade, / Dorina Cheval, C-tin 
Furtuna (189 pg.)  
60,8  10,1  29,1   1997 TEORA 
3 VI Europe, 5th grade,             Oct. 
Mandrut, Silviu  Negut                                  
72,2, 5,4 33,4 2000 E.D.P. 
4  Geography of Europe, 6th grade/ 
Viorela Anastasiu, Ion Marin, 
Dan  Dumitrescu    (188 pg) 
59,6 23,9 17,0 2000 E.D.P. 
5 VII Geography of extra European 
continents, Octavian Mandrut 
(158 pg.) 
76,6 6,9 16,5 1999 E.D.P. 
6 VII Geography 172 pg. 67,5 5,8 26,7 2005 ALL 
EDUCATIONAL 
7 VIII Romanian Geography, 
Gr.Posea , (170 pg.) 
65,6 43,0 44,0 1994 E.D.P 
8  Romanian Geography, 
Gr.Posea (118pg.)                                          
64 11,6 24,0 2002 ALL 
EDUCATIONAL 
9 IX Physical Geography Daniela 
Strat (125 pg.) 
61,6 9,6 28,8 1999 E.D.P 
10  Physical Geography, /  Gr. Posea, 
Iuliana Armas (128 pg.) 
68,3 15,6 16,1 2000 E.D.P 
11 X Geography, . Negut, Gabriela 
Apostol, M.Ielenicz, (108 
pg.)  
   2000 Humanitas 
Educational   
12 XI  
 
Geography of the Environment, 
Victor  Tufescu,Gr.Posea,   Aurel 
Ardelean  (96 pg.) 
79,2  7,1 13,7 2000  
 
EDP 
13 XI Geography of the Environment,  
S.Negut,M.lelenicz, Gabr. 
Apostol, Dan Balteanu (125 pg.) 
 7,2 32,0 2004 Humanitas 
Educational 
 
14 XII Geography of Romania, V, 
Tufescu (128 pg.) 
42,2 36,7 4,8 1993-
2000 
EDP 
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15 XII Geography of Romania, 
V.Tufescu, Cl.Giurcaneanu, 
I. Mierla (125pg.)     
63,2  32,0 4,8 1997 EDP 
16 XII Geography of Romania, 
Acad. V. Tufescu, 
Cl.Giurcaneanu, Ion Mierla  
(124 pg.) 
29,8  14,5 23,04 1998 EDP 
17 XII Geography of Romania, 
Fundamental Problems, 
Pompei Coceanu, Rodica 
Dan, Dumitru Marc,Iuliu 
Versan (109pg.) 
59,8   
 
27,5   14,7   
18 XII Geography of Romania, 
Fundamental Problems, 
Oct.Mandrut (94pg.) 
71,6  15,7  12,8 2005 Corint  
  Sum 62,1 17,5 23,04   
 
Table no.2 : The structure of the pre-war Romanian geography textbooks 
 
 
  No. 
  crt 
Grade and  
Number  
of textbooks 
 
 
 
 
 
Author 
       
       Structure in % of the textbook surface 
 
 
Year of  
publishing 
Text Cartographical  
Representation 
Noncartogr. 
Representation 
0 1 2 3 4 5 6 
1 5 Simion 
Mehedinti – 
different classes 
61,7 7,0 11,3 1931 
2 5 Mihai David – 
different classes 
75,1 10,6 14,3 1936 
 10 Sum 78,4 8,8 12,8  
 
At a first glance on the no.1 Table we can observe the structure modification 
from class to class, the different values of the manuals, different values of the 3 
components of the manuals. 
This general conclusion seems normal if we have the understanding that each 
manual has a different theme, with other graphical necessity, that each class is formed by 
different aged students, different understanding of the text and graphical representation. 
You can remember the great weight (between 60 - 70 %) and even greater over 
70% for the text of some textbooks for the grades 8th and 9th, with the students 
generally mature. Small weights  (5 - 10 %) have the small weight of the text of some 
manuals for the grades (5
th
, 6
th
 and 11
th
 ), and weights with intermediate values (15 - 35 
%) own  no-cartographic  representations and photographs of some school manuals for 
the grades 5
th
 , 9
th
 , 10
th
  and 11th (table no. 1). 
The question that is obligatorily asked would be: if the structure that the 
Romanian geography textbooks have is valuable, do they correspond the needs for the 
current geographical studying ? We can get the answer to this question by comparing the 
structure of the older manuals from our country and obviously with the manuals from a 
more enriched country in this domain. 
194                                                           VASILE BAICAN 
 
Table no.1 shows (col.3) was made by us by converting raw data gathered by 
17 alternative school manuals, that were used after the revolution year 1989. 
The analysis of the data in table no.1 shows (col.3) first of all that the maximum 
value of any manual is in the text (between 33,7 and 79,2 %, on the current manuals and 
(table no.2, col.3) from 61,7 - 75,1 %, inter-war geographical manuals. 
The cartographic representations that are so bonded to the manual text, have 
(table no.1, col.4) an increasing weight from 5,4 - 6,9 %, in the V - VII grades to the 
manuals for the XII-a, the higher grades having the mature students, with a greater 
understanding power of the cartographic representations. 
The photographs and the no-cartographical representations also have a very 
important role in the characterization of the physic phenomenons and geographic 
economy for the smaller grades , having (table no.1, col. 4) a  weight of 7,8 - 34,4% in 
the school manuals for the V-VIII grades and higher values , from 13,7 - 33,3% for the 
school geography manuals for the grades IX - XII. 
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